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ARTS &
CULTURE

LEBANON

MUSIC

A Mostly Mozart Concert
Irwin Theater, Lebanese
American University,
Beirut
July 14-15, 8 p.m.
+961 1 786464
LAU Choir performance,
directed by Leila Dabaghi,
with pianist Fadi Kallab.

FESTIVALS

Koulsoumiat
Tyre and the South 
Festival, Tyre
July 14, 9 p.m.
+961 1 611600
National Arabic music
troop conducted by 
Salim Sahab.

EGYPT

MUSIC

Arabic Music Ensemble
Cairo Opera House
July 14, 9 p.m.
+202 737 0601
Singers Mohsen Farouk,
Walaa Hamdi,Wael
Sami, Mahmoud Abdel-
Hamid – accompanied by
Asatizat Al-Tarab for
Arabic Music Ensemble –
performs classical Arabic
songs by Mohamed
Abdel-Wahab and Riyad
El-Sonbati.

Al-Tanboura Troupe

El-Genaina Theatre, 
Darassa, Cairo
July 14, 9 p.m.
+010 575 5191
Al-Tanboura troupe per-
forms folk songs and
dances from the Suez
Canal area, playing on
semsemeya and tanboura
instruments.

DANCE

“Between Dusk and Dawn”
Sayed Darwish Theatre,
Alexandria
July 14, 9 p.m.
+203 486 5106
The Modern Dance 
Theatre Company,
directed by Walid Aouni,
performs Aouni’s most
recent show, “Between
Dusk and Dawn.”

STAR SCENE

BEIRUT: The American Lebanese Chamber of Commerce
held a Gala Dinner last Friday night in celebration of the
signing of the AmCham MENA Memorandum of Under-
standing. The Board Members from the AmChams of
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and Morocco, were present along with
the members of the chamber in Beirut.

The Memorandum of Understanding joined the Ameri-
can Chambers of Commerce in Egypt, Jordan,Morocco,Tu-
nis,Algiers, and Lebanon together in a regional partnership
in order to expand economic growth and opportunities
through the enhancement of trade and investment.

American Chambers of Commerce
celebrate MENA agreement 

HOROSCOPE

Scorpio (Oct. 23 – Nov. 21)
Your boss won’t be thrilled if you
leave things unfinished. Secret en-
emies will be eager to spread ru-
mors about you. Your home envi-
ronment appears shaky. 

Cancer (June 22 – July 22)
Get promises in writing or you will
be disappointed. Avoid getting in-
volved with married individuals.
Help children complete projects
they’re having difficulty with. 

Libra (Sept. 23 – Oct. 22)
You could find yourself left with
someone’s dirty laundry. Try to
address the real issues in order to
turn things around. Consider trav-
elling for pleasure.

Capricorn (Dec. 22 – Jan. 19)
Your ability to converse with charm
will entice someone you may have
had an interest in for some time
now. Make changes to your home
that will be pleasing to everyone.

Taurus (April 20 – May 20)
You could do extremely well in
competitive sports events. Con-
flicts over joint finances are likely.
Look out for those wanting to
push you into a disagreement. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22 – Dec. 21)
Enlist co-workers in order to get
the job done on time. Social
events will be rewarding. You can
sell your ideas to those who have
the money to back them. 

Pisces (Feb. 19 – Mar. 20)
Keep your feet on the ground.
Get involved in groups that can
offer intellectual stimulation.
Someone you work with may be
withholding valuable information. 

Gemini (May 21 – June 21)
Opportunities to learn important
information will surface through
discussions with peers or semi-
nars you attend. Unexpected ro-
mantic connections can be made.

Virgo (Aug. 23 – Sept. 22)
Take time to do something nice
for yourself. When the work is
done, they may serve you for a
change. You will have an interest
in foreigners and their cultures.

Aquarius (Jan. 20 – Feb. 18)
It might be best to work on your
own; if possible, do your job out of
your home this month. If you try to
manipulate emotional situations
you will find yourself alienated. 

Leo (July 23 – Aug. 22)
Minor accidents may occur if you
don’t concentrate on what you’re
doing. Secret affairs may be
brought out in the open. Do
things with children.

Aries (Mar. 21 – April 19)
Your accomplishments could ex-
ceed your expectations if you mix
a little business with pleasure. Talk
to those in a position of power
about your intentions. 

Roger Nasnas, Jeffrey Feltman and Salim Zeenni

Elizabeth Dibble and Taher Helmy

Moushira Youssef, Raouf Youssef and Sana Zeenni

Francis and Bernadette ChidiacClaude Habib
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The Great Pyramid may still contain
Khufu’s intact pharaonic tomb
Discovery of mysterious doors suggests possibility of hidden treasures

Kyle Cassidy
Special to The Daily Star

F
or years scholars have
believed that the pyra-
mid of King Khufu,
largest of the three

“great” pyramids at Giza, had
been plundered in antiquity
and everything of value, in-
cluding the body of Khufu him-
self, had been removed.

Now, Zahi Hawass, the sec-
retary general of Egypt’s
Supreme Council of Antiqui-
ties and director of the Giza
Plateau,suspects that might not
be the case.

“I really personally believe,”
he recently told a sold-out lec-
ture hall in the University of
Pennsylvania’s Museum of Ar-
chaeology and Anthropology
in Philadelphia,“that the secret
chamber of Khufu is hidden in-
side the pyramid.”

What changed his mind was
the discovery of a set of previ-
ously unknown doors, hidden
in the shafts of the so-called
“queen’s chamber” of the
Great Pyramid. Located be-
neath the “grand gallery,” the
queen’s chamber never housed
a queen, and in fact, its exact
purpose remains unknown.
There is some speculation that
it was an abandoned burial
chamber, or possibly held of-
ferings for the deceased.

In 1872 an archaeologist
named Waynmann Dixon dis-
covered a pair of what were
thought to be ventilation shafts
in this chamber hidden behind
concealed stones. They were
about 20 centimeters square
and remained largely unex-
plored until 1993 when Rudolf
Gantenbrink, an archaeologist
with the German Archaeologi-
cal Institute in Cairo, sent a ro-
bot up the south shaft.

The robot was stopped after
64 meters by what appeared to
be a sold block of stone with
copper handles. However,
Hawass became intrigued
when sonar readings showed
that the “block” was only 7.6
centimeters thick. In 2002,
Hawass and a team of archae-
ologists drilled through the
door during a live broadcast
sponsored by the National Ge-
ographic Association.

“We did it [live] because we
wanted to show that we had
nothing to hide,” said Hawass.
In the past, although he regu-
larly invited people to test out
their bizarre theories, pseudo-
scientists have accused
Hawass of hiding or covering
up secrets of the pyramids, of
even building a secret passage
from his office bathroom to the
Great Pyramid.

Behind the door,Hawass and
a live global audience found not
answers, but more mystery: a
second door only 24 centime-
ters beyond the first, which

once again blocked the way.
The next day, off camera,

Hawass and the team sent the
robot up the northern shaft.
This shaft made a series of
abrupt bends, left, and right,
and left again, before running
into a third door also with two
copper handles.

Both shafts terminate some-
where within the structure as
there are no holes in the outside
of the pyramid. In the past,
scholars have speculated that
because of their alignment with

the North Star and constella-
tion Orion, these shafts could
be symbolic exits for King Khu-

fu’s ka, or soul. Many archaeol-
ogists today find this unlikely
because these small openings
are unique to this pyramid. At

the time of Khufu’s reign, false
doors served as symbolic gate-
ways to the afterlife. As to
whether the shafts terminate in
larger rooms or not are still any-
body’s guess.

The doors’ copper handles
are of much interest to scholars.
“If you go to the Cairo muse-
um,” points out Hawass,“you’ll
find the canopic jars of King Tu-
tankhamen, they have two cop-
per handles – just like these.
Those are for ropes, so the jars
could be pulled. Maybe these

doors were pulled into place.”
In October 2005, a robot

built by the University of Singa-
pore will return to the queen’s
chamber to see what lies behind
the second and third doors.This
drilling,Hawass says,will not be
broadcast live, but rather the re-
sults will be announced after-
wards in a press release.

“If something interesting is
discovered,” Hawass says,
“we’re going to show it to peo-
ple all over the world.” 

At the same time, a team
from Birmingham in the Unit-
ed Kingdom will perform non-
intrusive radar mapping on ar-
eas in and around the pyramids.

While it is possible these
shafts actually lead to an undis-
covered burial chamber,
Hawass will not be upset or
surprised if they turn out to
lead nowhere.

“There may be nothing in-
side the pyramid. What’s im-
portant is the adventure of ar-
chaeology, and to show this ad-
venture to the people,” he says 

One thing is certain:  There
will be answers – and more ques-
tions – in Cairo come October.

Kyle Cassidy is a scholar affiliated
with the American Schools of Ori-
ental Research (ASOR). This article
is published with the cooperation
of ASOR.

Behind the door,
they found not 
answers but 
more mystery

‘There may be
nothing inside …
what’s important
is the adventure’

British-Kuwaiti dramatist recasts
Saddam as a modern ‘Richard III’
Ramsay Short
Daily Star staff

BEIRUT: The British-Kuwaiti di-
rector Sulayman al-Bassam will
stage a pan-Arab version of
William Shakespeare’s “Richard
III” at the Royal Shakespeare
Company’s “Complete Works”
festival taking place in Stratford-
upon-Avon, England next year.

In what the director of the
RSC, Michael Boyd, is calling
the “biggest cultural event go-
ing on in 2006-7,” al-Bassam’s
play will be one of the high-
lights of the 37-play festival –
and possibly the most topical.

The modern day update of
one of the English bard’s most
effective and brutal tragedies
will be based on Saddam Hus-
sein’s journey to power and his
early days as a secular Arab hero
before he murdered his way
through the Ba’ath party of Iraq.

“We all know that Shake-
speare is universal,but I believe
it goes beyond that for the Arab
world,” al-Bassam said at the
RSC’s announcement of the
festival on Tuesday. “He
(Shakespeare) gives crucial in-
sights into a pre-modern soci-
ety; into rich, powerful oli-
garchs who control armies; into
conspiracies; into the relation-
ship between God, the state
and the individual. These are
real issues in the Arab world.”

Al-Bassam is the director of
the Sulayman Al-Bassam The-
ater Company, established in

2003 and based in Kuwait as
part of the pan-Arab arm of the
Zaoum Theater Group. Found-
ed with the aim of producing
cutting-edge, world-class con-
temporary theater in the Arabic
language, the company has al-
ready received worldwide ac-
claim for al-Bassam’s adapta-
tion of “Hamlet,” “The Al-
Hamlet Summit,” which won
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival
First Award for excellence and
innovation in writing and di-
recting in 2002.

“Al-Hamlet” is set in the of-
ficial assembly of an unnamed
modern Middle Eastern state.
Strong lights are cast over six
desks with nameplates that
identify a familiar bunch of
characters from the original
play. Moving along with a hyp-

notic force, the characters
speak a fresh, heightened lan-
guage, in which Shakespeare’s
text has been ditched in favor
of a seductive blend of pointed
rhetoric and feverish poetry.

Next year’s version of
“Richard III” will continue Al-
Bassam’s mission of using
Shakespeare to probe into the
troubled heart of the modern
day Middle East.

“The Complete Works Festi-
val,” which begins in April 2006
will also feature such stars as Sir
Ian McKellen, Dame Judi
Dench and Star Trekker Patrick
Stewart.By including a number
of foreign performances of
Britain’s national poet, the RSC
hopes the festival will open up
a richer dialogue with interna-
tional theater companies.

The pair of ventilation shafts, shown above, are unique to the Great Pyramid.

Conventional wisdom holds that riches inside the pyramid at Giza were plundered in antiquity.

‘Rich, powerful oligarchs who control armies.’ Sound familiar?


